therefore of the opinion that the decision to reduce, ar-
maments should be adopted as a decision of the Security
Council. It is very important that the General Assembly
express itself in favour of that point of view. In that case,
the reduction of armaments will be considerably acceler-
ated. The wording of the first paragraph should be revised
in this spirit.
As to the second paragraph of the American draft, the
Soviet delegation would suggest that it be adopted in the
following form: "As an essential step towards the urgent
objective of eliminating from national armaments atomic
weapons and all other major weapons adaptable to mass
destruction, the General Assembly urges the expeditious
fulfilment by the Atomic Energy Commission of its terms
of reference as set forth in Section 5 of the General As-
sembly resolution of January 24, 1946. Accordingly, in
order to ensure that the general regulation and reduction
of armamenls are directed towards the major weapons of
modern warfare and not merely towards the minor weap-
ons, the General Assembly recommends that the Security
Council expedite consideration of the report which the
Atomic Energy Commission will make to the Security
Council before December 31, 1946, and facilitate the prog-
ress of the work of that Commission, and also that ihe
Security Council expedite consideration of a draft con-
vention for the prohibition of atomic weapons."
Permit me now to make a few remarks in connection
with this proposal.
On acquaintance with the text I have presented, you
will see that the first sentence of this draft, replacing the
corresponding sentence in the second paragraph of the
American draft, is taken bodily from the second paragraph
of the Australian draft. The value of this sentence lies in
the fact that it mentions the General Assembly resolution
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